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N the Cm 71 b 2 the 1 | 
 , ber-gf. Commerce and Manufactures of Glaſgow, on 

the Bill brought into the Houſe of Commons. Jaſt Sef+ 
_ fron of Parliament, for regulating the Importation and 
-- Exportation of Corn, ©. as amended 85 we 05 dan. 
© mittee: of 1 that Honourable 2 


Dy, 


IS Bill Suns on the tl recommended 

| hy the Lords of the eprincpte of the Privy 
| Cone for Trade, in their repreſentation to his Ma- 
jeſty, which was particularly under the view of this 
Chamber in the Third Report of their Committee on 
the Corn Laws, having undergone conſiderable alte- 


5 rations during the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, is in- 


tended, as we are informed, to be again brought i in, 
early in the enſuing Seſſion, either in the ſame form, 
or with ſuch amendments as may be thought expedi- 
ent, and therefore demands the attention of the inha- 
bitants of this part of the country, who are deeply in- 
tereſted to get certain parts of it altered, which other- 
wiſe mult affect their riſing manufactures, and retard 
their Proſperity 1 in a very great degree. 0 


It may be obferved in general, that thou ak this 
Bill contains ſeveral amendments and improvements 
in the late ſyſtem of Corn Laws, and a repeal of a 
number of il. judged reſtraints heretofore impoſed on 
the inland ue beg in Corn, yet it does not extend to 
that complete reform which appeared to this Cham- 
ber to be expedient, and even neceſſary, to the ſafe- 
ty and proſperity of the country, eſpecially now that 
it requires, as is evident from their Lordſhips Report, 
A conſiderable ſupply by 3 in addition to 


oh inhabitants. 
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3 an article little uled ae when c 
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all the Corn produced at home, for. the ſuſtenance c of 


Tue principle 3 by has AR Cu —w N 
profeſſed to have been followed in framing the Bill, of 
Mltabliſhing one uniform law over the wholeunitedking- 


dom, with ſuch variations in the mode of executing.it 


only, as the local circumſtances of the two countries 
require, has always ap | 


proper and expedient,” and much roy ann this coun- 


try, even though attended with ſome inconveniences, 


than to continue under a different ſyſtem, thougt ap- 
parently, for the preſent, 1 more advantageous to us; 
but it appears to your eum eg, that in one part of 
the Bill there is a want of this uniformity; and in ano- 
ther, too little regard ĩs paid to the local circumſtances 
of this country, in regulations which affect the gene- 


ral bread and ſuſtenance of its inhabitants, — — they 


will not have a ſimilar effect in England, as regarding 


it is here. 


8 be 


The firſt of oleh Sb 15. "the. manner. 1 of 
forming the diſtricts into which this country is pro- 
poſed to be divided; and the other is, the regulations 
which regard the importation. of Oatmeal—to which 
we with, at preſent, to call the attention of the Cham- 


ber, as ee a RG: the rin to eben we 
PSs mT yours 


Ia 7 Bill now. 5 us, great attention 9 has been 


paid in England, to ſimilarity of circumſtances in the 


counties connected together; in ſo much that, in that 
country, the maritime counties alone, have been di- 


vided into no leſs than 7welve diſtricts, of which ſeve · 
ral conſiſt of no more than two counties, and, in one 


inſtance, a a ſingle. . chat of Norfolk, forms 3 
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b or won counties. 5 
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diſtrict by ieſetf;—In Scotland, en de Uther . 
whole counties, inland as well as maritime, have bern 
claſſed into no more than three diſtricts; and, we are 


ſorry to add, with leſs attention to ſimilarity of cir- 


ö cumſtances, than the diviſion of England had exem- 


plified, or is conſiſtent with the ſituation and wants 
any X og wag the, Net 
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whole diſtri, even ſuppoſing the greateſt ſimilarity of 
elrounſtances;' mult, of itſelf, be more unfayourable, 


than that by the counties ſeparately, to this part of 
the country, and all others, which, like it, muſt have 


recourſe to importation for the neceſary ſupplies of 
Corn: And it is obvious, that the natura 

ges e of ſuch ſituations muſt be highly aggravated” b 
being connected in the fame aner with e Logs - 
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* We bud not eee obe dhe Tober of 
Lanark, Renfrew, Dumbarton, Argyle and Bute 
forming one diſtrict, becauſe all theſe counties dre in 
_ circumſtances ſo far ſimilar, as to require in all ſeaſons, 

"conſiderable importations of Corn for the ſuſtenance 


of their inhabitants; but the addition propoſed in the 
Bill, of the plentiful and cheap counties of Ayr and 
Wigtonywould; in'our opinion, prove in fome reſpects 
inj urious to them, and would moſt aſſuredly prove 


grievous to us, and ſtill more diſtreſſing to the 3 7 
tations, and other parts of the weſt coaſts of Ro 


and Inverneſs ſhires, and the iſlands adjacent, whoſe 
imporrarions” are to l on 1 the Serge Joe: of 


| our Wirte, 
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8 f it benny objects to this counties er Ayr wi wig: 


ton, to enjoy the privilege of exporting with the be- 


nefit of the bounty, or even a free * trade to 


diſ.: advanta- | 
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1 the diſtrict thus remain ſhut 


2 are dil 


of the common privilege, of ſeeking ſupplies from 
broad, whenever the prices at home are at or above 


tect propoſal, that the counties of Lanark, Renfre 


ELF 


other parts of Britain, their being connecke 1 with us 0 
prove injurious to them; 52 the big prices in 
our markets, muſt have ſuch an effect upon the ave- 


rage of the diſtri, as to preclude all hope of future | 


exportation on the bounty; and while the ports of - 


againſt exportation, they 
will find themſelves reſtrained by a ſubſequent clauſe, 


(page 24) from ſending Corn coaſtwiſe into any other 
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prove a. grievous. oppreſſion to us, as the average of 


the diſtrict would neceſſarily be ſo affected by the low 
prices in theſe two counties, that the prices in our 
markets muſt be conſiderably raiſed above their uſual 
rates, before the neceſſary ſupplies could be obtained 


by importation, either for our on wants, or thoſe of 
the fiſhing ſtations, and other places depending on 
the ſame average; and the conſequences to be ex- 
. Aenne 0 — ame: | 
of ER 0 be 15 571 


is» AY e to 8075 intent ach . of 


2 propoſed law, to ſu bje&t any part of the country to 


ſo grieyous a calamity. The law is indeed intended 
to encourage the Britiſh farmer, by preventing impor- 
tation till Corn riſes to certain prices, fixed by Parlia- 
ment, as indicating wants which then demand a fup- 
ply, "wherever it can be found. We neither aſk nor 


expect any relaxation of the general rule in our fa- 


vour, but we are ſurely entitled to claim the benaüt 0 


the ſpecified rates. What would be thought of a di- 


Jumbar on, n and Bute „which comprehend 


1 lous — iſtrict in d, 
and which, as well as the fiſhing. Reon on the welt 
eoaſt, are known to require, in a ſeaſons, conſiderable 

ſupplies, by importation,” ſhould. be reftrained from 
importing theſe fupphes, until the prices at home 
madd conſiderabiy exceed the legal rates? Would 

; propoſal be treated with indignation, as 

 oppreflive and unjuſt? And yet, this very effect would 
be indirectly. produced, by connecting us in one di- 
| > firi& with the counties of Ayr and Wigton, or any 
— others equally plentiful and cheap. A grievance, to 


V 


t which — when ih ov a, can ver 
f 8 ue of untenance. r eee es 3 
— i MY yt oe ee, erou.s | 
„ 125 ds one ee en 8 wb ler main 

l F andintentof the propoſed law, equally forbid that 

d ſtzceſe two counties, ſhould make part of our diſtrict; 
f Cand we are perſuaded that it can only require an ex- 

n plwKwʒanation of theſe circumſtances: to have them ſepa- 
rated from us, and either formed into an additional 
- |F diſtri by themſelves, or added to ſome other divi- 
B ſion of the country in circumſtances: more fimilar to 
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5 e -The other 3 40 res how wits to — the 
attention of the Chamber, is the prohibition to import 
„ Oatmeal when Oats are under 188. me een 3 
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L- This regulation Was tesa in order. to 1 
* : ate the complaint made on account of the unfavour- 

- able terms on which Oatmeal has for ſometime paſt 
— importable imo Scotland, compared with thoſe 

ME | on which it was ted to be imported into Eng- 
2 hand z—but the ground of our complaint had been 
d ' 1 „as ſeems to have 
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was regulated by the price of Meal, and not by that 


ing until our Meal exc 


fellow. ſubjects of England were permitted to mor! 
Meal, whenever Oats were at or at 


ter, equal ta about 138. 46. per boll of Meal. which 
laſt was our im 


terz ot becuaſe, 8 bike ihe; 


fants. 
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ſe our as: Oatmeal 


of Oats, but becauſewe were reſtrained from import- 
ded 168. per boll, while our 


16 . Per 


rt price, previous to the act of 13 
Geo. III. ſtill in force with us. Accordingly, what 
we claimed as our ere Was either. to Signs est im- 


. by the | 
price of Oats rather than that of Meal, for the laſt is 


much better adapted to the ſtate of our markets, more 
ſteady, and leſs liable to abuſe than the firſt, but be- 
cCeauſe the terms on which the importation of Oatmeal 
was permitted in England were ſo much lower, and of 
courſe more favourable for this part of the country, 
which requires con/tant ſupplies by importation for the 


its nenn 1 


4ubfiſtence. a 1 5 b ee eee 


1 few * FE 1048 84 de faſicient to 8 
ry one, that to regulate the importation of 8 
by the price of .Mee/, rather than that of Oats, is 
not only more eligible in itſelf. but ab/o/ntely neceſſary, 
mroperly to nde, it to the nene e of 


5 is Anden in elt 28 3 on Lo 


the uncertainty. which muſt always Neri when the 
importation of one article is made to 10 8 
demand for another, as for the reaſons already n men- 
tioned, that Meal is much leſs: variable in its value, 


t 


7 ö . as Ea ET f 8 


. 


DF * courſe FI liable to miſtake; than Oats, even 
where the markets for both are equally regular, and 


{till more ſo in this country, and particularly in our 
ee of 1 it, Where: there a are no wn markets for Oate. 2 


"444 ink S 

Ari is a fact, of abe no one conwerknt icht NY i 
ters ean be ignorant, that Oats vary ſo much in their 
quality and value, not only in different counties, but 


in different parts of the ſame county, and even of the 
ſiame farm, that one quarter may be worth and fold for 


double the price which another quarter will bring; 
and, when to this is added the difficulty, or rather im- 
practicability, for want of regular markets, of aſcer- - 


taining the quantity, quality, and prices of the diffe- 


rent — of Oats ſold, the uncertainty of diſcover- 


ing the true medium priee, as well as the opportunity 


given for evaſion and abuſe of the law, muſt be 
evident. On the other hand, it is equally well known, 


that the value of Britiſh Oatmeal, whatever be the 


quality of the Oats it is made from, varies much leſs 
than the price of Oats, ſeldom exceeding a tenth or 
a fifteenth of the price in the ſame market, which, 


with our having regular markets for Meal in every 


conſiderable town, makes it eaſy, at all times, to 
aſcertain with accuracy the true price of the article, 
and the correſpondent wants of the people. Theſe 
circumſtances taken together, evince, in the cleareſt 
manner, the expediency, and even neceſſity of regu- 
lating. the importation. of Oatmeal, at leaſt in Scot- 


| = not by the On of Gans n by hat of te Mel 
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Another circumſtance, ariſing Hanks n itlelf, 
were the regulation to ſtand as in the Bill, might be | 
productive of much inconvenience, and fometimes'« | 
real diſtreſs to theſe parts of the country. There + 


night happen to be à want of Meal, while the per- 
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| three months t. ether, that the country, with Oats 


| reafon, often con: 
into Meal, 10 that Oats cannot always be had; and 


miffion to import Hare: at eG! per quarter, prevents 
che price from getting up to 188. fo as to authorize 
the importation of Meal. It is not a ſuffioient anſwer 

to this, to ay, that if we have Oats, we need note 


long in want of Meal; for it has happened, and may 
happen again, from che ſeverity of gur froſts, which, 
in ſome inſtances,. are known to have continued for 


ty, has ſuffered dearth, and even been threatened 


| TAK ne, for want of water to grind them.—Be- | 
| fes, | A Oatmeal Kecpe better, and is leſs liable to 


and other age on thip-board, than Oats in 


the f ſtate of Corn, it is not only a more defirable im- 


portation, but the dealers in Ireland, for that very 
rt the preateſt part of their Grain 


veſſels fent for Corn, might, though Meal was to be 
found in abundance, be obliged to return empty, 
from the uncertainty of its being importable at the 
time, occaſioned by its being regulated by the price 
of Oats. The ſituation of our country is indeed ſuch, 


that we cannot depend on regular ſupplies of bread 


for the inhabitants, without having it in our power to 


import either Oatg-or Meal, as ſhall beſt ſuit the ſtate 


of our markets; nor is this any thin . than the pri · 
vilege enjoyed by our fellow Aube 

ure permitted, When a ſupply of bread is wanted, 
to import either Wheat in Corn, or Wheat-Meal or 


8 of England, who 


Flour, as can be moſt eaſily procured: > ror or beſt 


| Jang: ny demand athome. 


At one tae, this Chamber were not without hops 
thavtheiimportation of Oatmeal would have'been-regu- 


lated by Oats at 168. per quarter, or rather by the eor- 
reſpondent price of Meal at 138. 4d. per bolt; but the 
Committee of the Houſe of Commons having ſug- 
geſted the limitation of the importation of Meal when 
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Out are under 185! per quarter, which correſponds, 
as nearly as can be calculated, to Meal at 158. per 


boll, che terms granted us may poffibly not be ſo fa- 


vourable as we once expected; though it muſt ſurely 
be difficult to find any good reaſon for permitting the 
importation of Oats to feed the ſumpter horſes” of 
the opulent and luxurious, on eaſier terms than that 
of Meal to ſupply the neceſſities of the labouring and 
manufacturing part of the people, whether to the north 

or ſouth of the Tweed, ho are, not the leſs uſeful 
and important to the State, that they are ſatisfied with 


PET Tye 


Mo CLOS DID (EH og A ries e 
- BA > Os 4 — 3 » - * 32 ” 


1 wb * 2 


But whatever be the terms, on which we are per- 
mitted to import, which, after making our circum- 
ſtances known, we muſt leave to the wiſdom and 
fubmit to the authority of Parliament, the 5 
of making the price of Oatmeal the ſtandard, at leaſt 
in Scotland, for regulating the importation of that 
article, in preference to that of Oats, remains the ſame; 


and as the reſtraint on importation will {till be equal, 


in reſpect of the price, and, at the ſame time, more 
eaſily aſcertained with truth and accuracy, and leſs 


liable to abuſe, we cannot doubt of its proving fatis- 
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| "The neceſſary amendment on the Bill may be made 


by an alteration of à few words of the proviſo in the 


| clauſe immediately preceding table D, ſubſtituting, 


in place of Oats under 18s. per quarter, Oatmeal at 
ſuch rate per boll, as to the wiſdom of Parliament 
ſhall. ſeem proper, which will then run thus, © Provi- 
e ded always, that no Oatmeal ſhall be imported into 
this Kingdom, under the like penalties and forfei- 


| © tures, when the price of middling' Britiſh Oatmeal 


4 1 according to the method directed by this 
66 act 77 * vi : WT, 


to be under per boll, of 128 lib. Scots trois, 
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t * 1 


upoiſe ꝛweig hr, ce t into the ports | 


Der 440.lib.quoird 
herein after name 7 for the purpoſ of bring there 


= * wareh uſed ng.t the directions of this de 5 
it 3 ThE # Ps 8 27 1 N. 18 22 6 ety 
S br 4g is ; hoped, thanthele,amendments, ſo * * — for 


11 Scotland, will be equally agreeable to. e 
notz the alterations may be confined to Scotland alone. 
[10808 Hor is ſuch an alteration Yap. departure, from; the 
1 principle of uniformity of the law in both countries; 
| | but only a neceſſary variation in the execution of 1 it, 


| PEN gl. che ſame. kind with the different modes of aſcertain- 
1 ing the hems and equally. N. nd pion 
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i 1 —%1 18 OP ooo to notice, that the amend- 


mieents propoſed will require a few correſpondent al- 

* terations and additions in the other paris of the Bill, 
* to which whoever Rs n of the buſineſs will at- 
| tend olf r | 


* * * S 


1008 | It may. be proper allo to add 2 * ns in the 
mill claufe which preſcribes the method of aſcertaining the 
1 prices in Scotland, direQing the juries to be convened 


ay in pen cuterti at ee 3 at twelve. &cleck 


The claſs E, tom race 2 ) being the firſt 
„ that relates to : (hots and 25 - e Navigation, ſhould 
Wh not be confined to Oatmeal, but extended to Corn, 
i Meal, and Flour, as is the caſe with all the ſubſequent 

| clauſes for regulating the manner of uſing that navi- 
1 [- gation; in which ſubſequent clauſes too, there ap- 
| pears to be an IO INE repetition 
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of Oatmeal, which 8 be ſtruck but, as that article 


is unqueſtionably comprehended under che more ge- 


neral terms, Corn, Meal, and Flour ;*ſo that the ad- 


dition of it. in theſe clauſes, can ſerve only to occaſion 
ambiguity in in other parts of the Bill, Pat wg it * not 

dded, anc would be ſupe eriluous. 
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We par only further 10 obſerve, hat bY 8 

an# forfeitures, annexed to deviations from the pro- 
poſed regulations, as to importation and exportation, 
appear to be in ſeverul inſtances inineceſſarily ſevere, 
and may, if not ſome way alleviated; prove very grie- 


vous and diſtreffing to ſhip owners,” and others con- 


cerned in the t aid. 10 be intended to re- 


medy theſe, and a number of ſimilar grievances in 


other laws, by one general act, for the relief of inno- 
cent ſhip owners and fair tradert.— And to this, thoſe 
particular intereſted will no doubt 2 
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| 4 RCHIBALD- GR. AHAME, 21 in a he Chair, 
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Fre, —— Meeting 3 Alen into Sam er tion the 


dende Bill, for regulating the i importation and 


110 portation of Com, Nc. ae re Report 
. | of oY C Nm ge PRIOR: | A Bay gory a} 
1 ZE 1 EAT og = ret 0b 264 . 125 8 7 Hom 
j 1 | * WY E 80 1E D. - ee ig e e eh pled, 
"ht That, though the faid Billcomains. ſeveral ame id 
tt ments of the late ſyſtem. of Corn Laws, and a repeal 
Wt of a number of injudicious reſtraints heretofore impo- 
Ir ll | ed on the inland trade in Corn; yet it is far ſhort of 
WT that complete reform in theſe laws, which appears to 
ll | this Chamber to be ara ee and even ee to 
mh ä 
| {l | the ee of N Hands 
if if l E W2- v E ey $4644, 74s; 
11 That the principle ed by be rds 
I ff the Committee of the Privy Council for Trade, and 
5 profeſſed to have been followed in — the ſaid 
(018 | Bill, of making the law uniform over the whole uni- 
1 ted kingdom, with ſuch variations in the mode of exe- 
if 18 cution only, as the different circumſtances of the two 
Wh countries neceſſarily require, has always appeared to 
0 this Chamber, to be the beſt ſafeguard to this country 
is | againſt partial and oppreſſive regulations, ſuch as we 
1101 have heretofore, in ſome inſtances, experienced; and, 
N for that reaſon, greatly to be preferred, even though 
1 attended with ſome inconveniences, to our in 
With 
Lt 
(i | - 
1 
bi 


FE * 4 
under a different, ſyſtem, though een. for en 
preſent, more acvantggepus.t0 to us. 
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That, in one ee in che Bil 8 57 1 055 
principle of uniformity has been departed from; the 
maritime counties of England alone, forming rwelve 
diſtricts, while the whole counties of Scotland, inland 


as well as maritime, are propoſed to be thrown into 


no more than three; and, as an average of the prices 


of a whole diſtrict, muſt, in itſelf, be more unfavour- 
able to the freedom of trade, than if regulated by the 
price in each county ſeparately, this grievance, when 
increaſed by the great extent of the Scots diſtr 
cannot but often prove, not only inconvenient, dut 
highly diſtreſſing, eſpecially to thoſe parts of the coun- 
try: n require conſtant ſupplies of Grain by im- 
ortation, ion the. ſuſtenance of their inhabitants. 
tas mus CCCC CCC Tm 
A Res So LVD, 1164's Sie n 
- That, (leaving it to the ather parts of the country 
to judge for themſelves,) the counties of Lanark, 
Renfrew, Dumbarton, Argyle and Bute, form a di 
ſtrict as extenſive as is conſiſtent with the regular ſub- 
fiſtence and ſafety, of the inhabitants, and of the fiſh- 
ing ſtations and other parts of the weſt coaſts of In- 
verneſs and [Roſs x oy and the adjacent iſlands, 
which are made to depend for i inen. on ache wer 
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n 4 147 5 3 . 15 e 
eee r 
„ That, the addition, e in 1 che Bill, of the two 
bend and cheap Corn- counties of Ayr and Wige 
ton, would not only be in ſome reſpects hurtful to 
themſelves, but would neceſſarily have the effect to 


reſtrain importation. of the ſupplies required for the 
daily bread of the inhabitants of the counties above- 


ADE 3 . HIT. be. ee. 
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nd the _ besen Un the Ven cou" 


| ce the prices in our markets, (already too high,) 


conſiderably exceed the rates fixed by Parliament, 
contrary not only to humanity and Juſtice, but 10 
the true intent and L of the law Neſt.” 


oy Fo FR + n 3 {$615 if 1-4 5 
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5 bat, in another bieter in the lad Bill, ide ne- 
ceſſary variation in the execution of the hw, requi- 


red 3 peculiar circuinſtances of this part of the 
kingdom, has not been ſufficiently attended to, in ſo 
far 3s the im portation of Oatmeal, an article eſſential 
to the Räbfitknce of the people of Scotland, is propo- 
ſed to be prohibited while Oar are under 188. per 
quarter; though it is well known, that the different 
Kinds of Oats are 40 variable in quality and value, 
chat it is extremely difficult to find the fair medium 
price, even in the moſt regular markets, and which 
muſt be next to impracticable in this country, and 
bee in this part, of i it, where ve 1 no regu 


market ow Oats. ee OP DUTT ATE, ent 
| ; e ol . 152 „„ EE gt 2; YF Hor 
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That, beſides the lope 7 0 
obftiatibs of one article depend on the demand for 
another, the price of Ole 'which varies little in - 
quality and value, and which may at all times be af. | 
certained with truth and certainty, by means of the 
regular markets for it in every corner of the country, 

is a much betfer meaſure of Het wants of the people, 
and of the importation neceſſary to ſupply theſe wants, 
than that of Oats, and is not 15 more ſteady, and 


more eaſily „ r but leſs liable to 2 th and 


abuſe. 


. RRE 07 vB D. W 5 
That, this Chamber being informa) that the faid 


x 
5 


Aſt” [Bill is needed to * n into o Parliament, early! in 
iph,) 8 the enſuing Seſſion, think it incumbent on them, to 
nent, call, as they now do, the attention of all concerned, 
at to to this important buſineſs, and to requeſt their con- 
Nfcurrence and ſupport, f in recommendations to their re- 
i preſentatives in Parliament, and ſuch other meaſures 
has ſhall be thought expedient, in order to have all 
je ne. proper amendments made on the intended Bill; and 
equi- particularly, that the two, counties of Ayr and Wigton | 
f'the be ſeparated. from the Cl: yde diſtri; and that the 
in ſo importation of Oatmeal be regulate, not by the mies | 
ential of Oats, but by that of Meal itſelf, 
ropo- I be firlt of theſe particulars. is ellentlal't to 3 com- 
Wer orb, ſub iitence and e of 155 counties of | 


abies, ny rendered Nl more 0 b the 8 
: IT and lands 
BY adjacent being made dependent on them. The o- 
ider is of importance to every part of Scotland, and 
to the landed as well as the commercial intereſt, as 
it propoſes an equal check in the reſtraining price, 
e m. more Lead y, more eafily aſcertained, and leſs liable to 
dor abuſe, than that of Oats. Nor can we doubt of ſuc- 
Hein Fa wh in hats er the Witt is Fan y. PPG: 
e een e e en en ke ke 
ry, 1 E 80 L va 3 
cople That the ſaid Report, Sy BER aan: be 
pr „and that the Reſolutions * 305 inſerted in 
and We e Newſpapers 8. ä N 
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